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Copy of a Resolution passed in the Ev. Luth. Synod of 
the State of New- Fork, convened in the town of Claver- 
ack, Columbia Co. on the 8th of September 1817 : 


ResoLveD, that the President receive the thanks of this 
Synod for the appropriate sermon preached by him yester- 
day morning in the German language, and that he be re- 
quested, to furnish a copy of it in the English language, 
and have it printed together with two sermons to be deliv- 
ered by him on the subject of the Reformation in the same 


language. 
tag By order, 


AUGUSTUS WACKERHAGEN, Secretary. 


To THE READER. 


The following discourses were originally written and delivered 
in the German Langaage. Since the sermons on the Reforma« 
tion are properly dezigned for the congregations of the author, 
and a congenial public, he has considered it his duty, to pay par» 
ticular attention in the compo»ition of them to perspicuity and 
simplicity in style and diction. He enjoyed however the advan- 
tage of being allowed to presuppose some historical knowledge 
among the members of his congregation, which they could not fail 
to derive from the steady and praizeworthy attendance to his lec. 
tures gpon the history of Religion during the last six months. In 
the sketch of- the history of the Reformation the author has fol- 


lowed Professor Viller's account of the life of Luther. 


Rhinebeck Nov, 10, 1817, 
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SERMON 1: 


D&LIVERED ORIGINALLY IN THE GEeRMAN LAXOUAGE BE- 
FORE, THE LUTHERN SYNOD OF THE STATE of Negw- 
York, CONVENED IN THE TOWN OF CLAVERACK, ON THE 
FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER, 1817, ox 


1 COR. M1. 1113. 


« For other foundation can no man lay, than that is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this fonndat ion gold, 
silyer, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble, eyery man's work ba]! 
be manifest of what sort it is." | 
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{ it» Church of Christ is frequently represented in holy 
writ under the figure of an edifice. The intention of the 
inspired writers in employing this emblem, can not be mis- 
taken. It is plainly their intention, to make us sensible by 
this expression, that all the parts of the Christian system 
are regularly and closely united, and that they all tend to 
the same great purpose, namely, to promote the glory of 
God, and the happiness of man. Thus our Apostle exhorts 
the Ephesians, to consider themselves no more as © strangers 
and foreigners; but as fellow-citizens with the saints, and of 
the household of God, built upon the foundation of the A- 
postles and Prophets, of which Jesus Christ is the chief cor- 
nerstone, in whom the whole building fitly framed together 
groweth into a holy temple in the Lord.” The words of 
our text are of the same import ; for they contain an ex- 
press declaration, that no minister of Christ is allowed to 
take another basis for his religious instructions, than that, 
which is laid down in the Gospel by Jesus-Christ himself, 
« Other foundation,” says the Apostle, & can no man lay, 
than that is laid, Jesus Christ.” It is known to every at- 
tentive reader of the New Testdment, that the Apostles of 
our Lord sometimes extend the signification of the name of 
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our Saviour to his office and doctrine. Thus; when S$t. Paul 
speaks- of the different effects of the preaching of the Gos- 
pel, he says : © We preach Christ crucified,” i. e. the doc- 
trine of the crucified Jesus, © a stumbling block unto the 
Jews, and,unto the Greeks foolishness.” The same exten- 
sive 8ense ought to- be applied to the name, by which our 
Saviour is designated in the text, comprehending under it 
the doctrine, which Jesus Christ has promulgated and estab- 
tished. In the sequel of this discourse I intend to illustrate 

and to confirm the assertion- contained in the text. To that 


J 


purpose I shall 
[. Show, that the genuine doctrine of , ought to be 


the standard of our faith, and the rule of our conduct, and 

TI. Point out some inferences, which naturally result 
from it. 

I. The assertion' maintained in the text, that Christ and 
his Gospel'ought to. be considered by every professed Chris- 
tian as the chief source of his religious knowledge and 
practice, is 80 obvious, that it requires but little exertion to- 
be convinced of its truth. It is selfevident, being founded 
upon the very nature of the Christian character,' to every 
one, that sincerely professes christianity implicitly acknow]- 
edges Jesus Christ as his Master and Lord, ascribes to his 
doctrine a divine origin, and avows an unconditional obliga- 
tion, to conform to-its tenets and dictates. For this reason 
it is admitted by all Christian denominations as an invariable 
maxim, that an appeal to the sacred oracles is to be consid- 
ered as the last instance of trying the validity of religious 
questions. And it 1s in consequence of this principle that 
every sect attempts to 8npport and todefend their peculiar 
creed by scriptural authority. Even the crackbrained en- 
thusiast and fanatic fancy to see in 8acred writ 8ome grounds 
for their wild notions and extravagant devotional exercises, 
for their visions, predictions and cruel zeal. It is no won- 
der therefore, that the holy scriptures, in order to suit eve- 
ry one's opinion, have often been misconstrued and even 
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distorted and mutilated. This diversity of religious opin- 
ions prevailing among the followers of Christ has given oc- 
casion to the infidel, to charge the Gospel with darkness, 
ambiguity and perplexity, and consequently to call its di 
vine origin in question. But it is unjust in the highest de- 
gree, to ascribe their dissensions to any other cause, than to 
the perversity of the human mind, to pride and folly, Christ 
has preached the Gospel to the poor ; the doctrines, which he 
promulgated, are simple and easily to be anderstood, and 
the language, in which he conveyed them, is properly suited 
to the capacity of his hearers. 'Thus, as long as religion was 
more a concern 6f the heart, than of the understanding, the 
number of the articles of the Christian faith was but small, 
which is evident from the &xymbol, which is commonly call- 
ed the Apostolic creed. And it were to be wished for the 
sake of the peace of the Church, that this number had ney - 
er been increased. But, 8carcely had the Christian Church 
been raised to the throne, and her Ministers endowed with 
power and authority, when they blended the Christian sys- 
tem with their own private opinions, and assumed the pow- 
er of dictating and controlling the belief of their fellow- 
christians. Not satisfied with the assent and applause of 
their friends and adherents, the most ambitious among them 
endeavored to extend their authority to the most distant re- 
21ons of the Christian world. To this effect they persua- 
ded the imperial court, whenever there was a prospect of 
gucceeding, to convoke ecclesiastical assemblies, in order to 
establish and enforce their opinions and decrees by excom- 
municating and anathematizing all those,who dissented from 
them. But the condemned adversaries availed themselves 
occasionally of the 8ame favour of the court, and retaliated 
with an unrelenting hand the wrongs, which they had suffer- 
ed from their religious opponents, Thus it not seldom hap- 
pened, that the same dogmas, which had been declared by 
one council to be essential to the Christian faith, were re- 
jected by a succeeding synod, and branded with the name 
of damnable heresy. This fermentation in the Christian 
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Church lasted to the twelfth century, when-the bishop of 
Rome, after having succeeded in usurping the govereign 
power over a great portion of the Christian world, put a fi- 
nal 8top to all religious discussions by interdicting the peo- 
ple the use of the Bible, and inflicting cruel punishments up- 
- on the disobedient. And although it- was one of the chief 
aims of the Reformers in the Sixteenth century, to free the 
Church from papal hierarchy, and to hold forth the Bible as 
the true standard of faith, still they could not agree in the 
interpretation of ome consequential words and scriptural 
sentences. The Reformers, notwithstanding their eminent 
talents and excellent faculties, were men liable to error, 
and-subject to the influence of passion. They were men of 
learning, and, individually, considered tie results of their 
inquiries as undeniable truth. They looked upon the enter- 
prize, in which they had embarked, as the cause of God, and 
thus they were sometimes carried away by an undue zeal 
to unpardonable severity. They were men of probity, and 
conseqently they did not hesitate to make public profession 
of their faith z but these symbols, which were mistaken by 
their too zealous followers as invariable forms, have unhap - 
pily become a partition-wall, which, perhaps for a long time 
to come, will divide the protestant Church. 

But it may be said : If even those, who, i in the formation 


of their religious creed, paid the strictest regard to the holy 


scriptures, did not perfectly agree in their professions, how 4 


then $hall we arrive to certainty with respect to the true ten- 
our of the Gogpel ? Although this is no easy task, as ap- 


pears from the instance just mentioned, 8till it 1s not unat- 
tainable. Every oney that reads the Bible without prepos- 


g3ession, and not merely to 8atisſy curiosity, or to acquire 
polemic skill, but with a pious desire to be edified and 1m- 
proved, will 80on be enabled to discern, what is essential- 
ly necessary for him to believe and to do, in order to be $a- 
ved. © The Bible,” says a late and pious divine of our 


Church; * is a book designed for men, and thus. it ought to 
be read in the spirit of man.” The szme method therefore, 
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which we observe in the investigation of the proper inten - 
tion and drift of any uninspired writer, ought to be pursued 
in the examination of the true sense of the holy scriptures. 
According to this maxim, and in order to distinguish, what 
exsentially belongs to the Christian doctrine, it is necessary 

1. To pay particular attention to those passages, which 
are clear and persnpicuous, and employ the light, which they 
reflect, to illustrate those places, which are 8omewhat ob- 
scure. It would be absurd in the highest degree, and a- 
gainst all: the rules of sound interpretation, to blend the re- 
2ult- of private speculation, upon some perplexing expres- 
vions occurring in 8acred writ, with the light and truth, 
which generally pervades it, St. Paul, for instance, accor- 
ding to his wisdom, has said many things, which are hard 
to be understood, and which innocently have given rise to 
a number of obscure questions and/acrimonious controver- 
8ies. But these disputes would never” have disgraced the 
Christian Church, if the parties had adhered with Christian 
gimplicity to what is simple and plain in his writings, and 
reflected more upon their general tenour, than upon single 
pieces purposely detached with a view to prove some favor- 
ite 8cheme, It has been properly said by the ancients, that 
the Holy Spirit 1s the best interpreter of his own words, 
and that the scriptures ought to be explained by the scrip- 
tures. By carrying our own opinions and prejudices into 
the genuine $s0urce of religious knowledge we pollute the 
stream, and betray an ungrateiul distrust of him, who has 
declared : & I am the way, the truth aud the life.” Mys- 
teries, in the proper sense of the word, are in strait contra- 
diction with a revelation. What we do not know, can af- 
fect neither our understandiug,” nor our heart, and thus it 
can not be a proper subject of our religion. The Gospel 
peaks of revealed mysteries only, Even that most impor- 
tant doctrine, that God has maniſested himself and his glo- 
rious perfections by the sending of his only begotten Son 
into the world, is called by St. Paul a notorious truth. Thus 
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wherever there is light, there is truth, and truth is the, 
foundation of the Christian religion, We have 

2, Every reason to guppose, that those subjects, which 
are repeatedly mentioned in holy writ, and upon which the 
Sacred writers lay a particular stress, are of the greatest 
;mportance to the Christian's belief, and constitute the ba- 
Sis of his-religion. - Out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh. And which are the topics, on which our 
Saviour and his Apostles dwell with particular delight, and 
which they enforce with marked zeal ? Search the Scrip- 
tures, peruse the Gospel, and you will find almost on every 
page the following solemn declarations ; God is a kind and 
benevolent father, whose tender mercies extend over the 
whole human race. As a proof of this merciful disposition 
he has sent his beloved, his only begotten Son into the world, 
that through his mediation, or through his doctrine, life and 
death, man should be delivered from ignorance, and super- 


stition, from $in and misery, and conducted to the POSSES- 
Sion of truth and the enjoyment of everlasting life, Every 


one, that is willing ta accept of this gracious offer, and to de- 
monstrate his faith in the Redecmer by sincere love to God, 
and an active zeal for the welfare of his neighbours, may 
rely upon the assistance of the Holy Spirit, and thus be 
rendered meet, by the means of grace, which the Gospel re- 
comments, for the enjoyment of eternal felicity, which Je- 
$us himself is to impart to his true believers after having 
rescued them from the grave.—These are the simple and 
native ſeatures, by which the genuine Gospel of Jesus is ea- 
sily distinguished from every artificial 8cheme. And since 
our Saviour and his Apostles have not thought it proper, to 
propose a regular and connected religious system, but 
preached the doctrines, which constitute the Gospel, occa- 
si0nally and as they were promoted by exterior circumstan- 


ees, it 18 necessary 

3. In order to form a correct conception of the funlla- 
mental articles of the Christian faith, to direct our atten- 
Sion to those accounts of the Christian doctrine, which Jesus 
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or his apostles oceasionally have given, either at the request 
of some individual, or induced by certain exigencies, Thus 


' the 8ermon on the mount is considered by all sound critics 


as a sketch of the whole Christian system ; for it evidently 
appears, that it was the design of our Saviour in that dis- 
course, to acquaint his disciples, whom he had but lately 
chosen to be messengers of his Gospel, as well with their 
future fate and expectations, as with the spirit of his doc- 
trine, and with the burden of their commission. Thus we 
may reasonably expect, to find a summary of the Gospel in. 
the conversation of our Lord with Nicodemus, who express- 
}y came to Jesus by night, to be informed concerning the 
true import of his doctrine. 'The conversations of our Lord 
with the Samaritan woman, and with the Jews of Caperna- 
um are of the same important nature. But I must refer 
you especially to the last addresses of Jezus to his disciples, 
recorded by St. John in the thirteenth and” following 
chapters of his Gospel, as containing the tender and candid 
effusions of the heart of a departing friend. —When St. Pe- 
ter proclaimed his divine commission on the day of Pente- 
cost to a numerous audience, he could not but consider it 
to be his duty, to unfold to them in a subsequent discourse 
the chief import of his embassy. And are we not obliged 
from the known boldness and candour of St. Paul, to be- 
heve, that, when he appeared before the court of Areopa- 
gus, or in the presence of Festus and Felix, he gave a true 
and full account of the doctrine, which he preached, being 
express|y 8ummoned for that purpose ? Thus in the passa. 
ges just mentioned we may logk forthe true spirit of Chris- 
tianity. And upon strict and critical examination of them, 
it will appear, that they contain no other essential doctrines” 
than those, which are mentioned before. 
Having explained and established the assertion contain- 
ed in the text, I proceed 
IL. To draw some inferences from the subject. And 
1. If no man is allowed to lay an other foundation, thar 
that, which is Jaid, Jesus Chris, if the Gospel is the chief 
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staridard of our faith and conduct, then we ought to take 
care, never to 8uffer ourselves to be biassed in our religious 
gentiments by human authority. Man 1s naturally lable to 
ſrailty and error, and even the wisest among us is not ex- 
empt from this deficiency. Would it therefore not be great 
folly, to commit ourselves entirely to the guidance of such 
frail beings, or to 8ubmit our conscience and reason to the 
dictates of fallille men, in particular in matters which con- 
cern our present and future welfare ? © If one blind leads 
the other,” says our Saviour, © are they not both in danger 
to fall into the ditch ?* For this reason we are expressly 
commanded, not to become servarits of men, or to yield the 
natural privilege of thinking for ourselves to the control of 
any individual, or any combination of men. But so great 
18 human inconsistency, that, although the truth of theze as- 
sertions can not be denied. too many are carried along by 
the current of prevailing opinions. "The $entiments, which 
we have imbibed in early infancy, and which have been fos- 
tered by congenial intercourse, become at last 80 familiar, 
as to intwine themselves with our very constitution. The 
lustre of great names dazzles the eye, in particular, when 
a long course of time has removed the flaws in their charac- 
ter and the $ource of their professed principles beyoud pro- 
per investigation. Add to this the natural love of ease and 
izadolence of the human mind ; and you will no more be 8ur- 
prized to find, that even good men have often been betray- 
ed into this error, and have rather preferred to follow a du- 
dious track, than to 8ubmit to the painful task of inquiry and 
examination. Our religious sentiments ought to rest upou 
better grounds, than human authority. © One is your Mas- 
ter,” 8ays our Lord, © eyen Christ.** © If you remain ip 
my doctrine, you are my true disciples.” 

Brethren, we are called into liberty ; for the very Son of 
God has made us free. Let us therefore 8tand fast in this 
liberty, and not be entangled again with the yoke of bon- 
dage. 'The enemy of the Church of Christ never slumbers, 
aud facts of a recent date prove, that be is equally fermida- 


11 
vie, when dressed in the cloak of purple, and at the head of 
victorious armies, or when arrayed in the sacerdotal gowny 
preaching intolerance, and fulminating the curse of heaven 

inst thoge, who are not willing to submit to his 8way, 
Three centuries have now almost elapsed, 8INCe Our pious 
ancestors publicly renounced the power of the pope, and 
protested against human authority in religion. By styling 
ourselves Protestants we silently avow the propriety and. 
justice of that proceeding. Let us then steadfastly adhere 
to these liberal principles. Whilst we acknowledge and 
remember with gratitude the merits of those great men, who 
at the beginning of the sixteenth century rescued the Church. 
from bondage, let us beware of that servile adulation, which. 
holds them up as the standards of perfection, and as infalli- 
ble guides in religious principles. _ Luther, the great Lu- 
ther, has never claimed such unhallowed honours. © Itie 
not belief in me,” he used often to 8ay to his friends, « that; 
ean 8ave you, but well founded and active faith in Jesus 
Christ.” On this account he was highly displeased, when 
his followers appeared to be flattered by being called after 
his name. © Why, said he, should you be called after e 
mere worm ? Style yourselves Evangelical Christians. This 
is an honourable title, expressing at the same time your 
principles and your hope.” 

9. As Christ and his Gospel are the only true source 
and fountain of our religious knowledge,/it ought to be our 
first care, to examine every scheme, that is offered to our 
acceptance under pretence of its conformity to the Gospel 
doctrine. By doing this we $hall s0on discover, that many 
religious systems have been raised from the slender and vn- 
tenable materials mentioned in the text, and that on this 
ac'ount they can not stand the test of sound criticism, but, 
like the cottages built by the easfern nations of wood, hay 
and stubble, must soon fall into ruin. _ Systems of that con- 


atruction are generally too narrow and circumscribed, te 
- 
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leave room for the expansion of the human mind, too ob- 
Scure and intricate, to ilJuminate the understanding, too 
brittle, to 8upport the mind under affliction and doubt, and 
too frigid, to warm the heart with love to God, and charity 
to men. True and genuine Christian principles resemble 
the noblest metals, silver and gold, or even precious stones. 
They supply all our spiritual wants, reflect light upon the 
most rmteresting subjects, give ease and comfort to the mind, 
ztimulate to virtuous activity, and afford courage under suſ- 
ferings, and fortitude in the hour of death. "Thus the Gos- 
pel of Christ does not shrink from the tribunal of reason, 
but even invites to a close and impartial examination of its 
origin and contents. © Prove all- things, hold fast that, 
which is good !”* © Try the spirits, whether they are of God!”? 
This is the confident language of its preachers. Let us 


follow this advice, that we may © not be turned by every 
wind of doctrine, but be always ready, to-give an answer to 
every one, that asks @ reason of the hope, that is in us, with 
meekness and fear.” 

Finally, Brethren, since no other foundation can be Iaid, 


than that, which is laid, Jesus Christ, let us, who are ap- 


pointed Ministers of the Gospel, endeavour to build and to 
improve upon this foundation. Man is a progressive being. 
capable of improvement. The more he exerts the faculties 
of his mind, the more he may be said to comply with the 
purpose, for which they were bestowed. And although tle 
eld 18 immense, in which the speculative mind may range, 
it 18 our particular province, to cultivate religious know- 
ledge ; for even religion, considered as a science, is, like all 
other sciences, susceptible of improvement. Truth is inva- 
riable and eternal ; consequently, the spirit and the princt- 
ples of the Gospel, being founded upon truth, are unaltera- 
ble. 4 Jesns Chrizt the same yesterday ard to day and for 
aver.” * The foundation of God standeth gure.” But as 
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the euperstructures, which have been built upon it, gener- 
ally bear the character of the age, in which they were raig- 
ed, it is nece&&sary, that they should undergo occasional al- 
teration, suited to the time and the state of the cultivation of 
the human mind. « Every doctrine, 8ays the immortal Luther, 
« has its proper $eason, age and measure.” The continual 
fluctuation in the languages, the incessant change in the mode 
of thinking and conveying ideas, the great improvements, 
Which have been made in all kinds of sciences, and in par- 
ticular in sacred critics, have such a powerful influence up- 
on the religious principles of the age, that the Minister of 
Christ cannot be tos watchful, on the one hand not to be 
= charged with indolent indifference, or on the other with 2 
= too great love of novelty. The only remedy, to obviate 
K these charges, is a close application to the study of the Bi- 
ble. 4+ Sound knowledge of the sacred writings,” says the 
* founder of our Church, © constitutes the divine, and makes 
q * the preacher of the Gospel eloquent.” Let us then devote 
*® our time chiefly to the study of the sacred oracles, and from 


*Z this inexhaustible source draw food both for our understand- 


Z ing and heart. Let us imitate the example of St, Paul, and 


, © trive continually to higher perfection. Thus we $hall save 
2X doth. ourselves and them, that hear us, 


SERMON II. 


ISAIAH, IX. 2. 


« The people, that. walked in darkness, have zeen a great light ; 
they that dwell in the laud of the shadow of death, upon them 


bath the light shined,”” 


Is this solemn passage the prophet announces, under z $ 
cheering emblem, the glorious revolution, which should take } 


place in the moral condition of the world at the appearance 7 
of the promised Messiah. The clouds of ignorance and super- 7 


stition, which overshadowed the earth, should be dispelled, 
and light and truth diffused among the nations. We may © 
therefore with great propriety apply the words of the text 
to the happy event, which at present we are assembled ts 
commemmorate 3 for both the foundation of the Christian 
Church, and the regeneration of it in the sixteenth century 
have produced in some measure the same effects, and were 7 
distinguished by similar marks of an allgoverning Provi- 3 
dence. * 
Three hundred years have now elapsed, since Doctor A 
Martin Luther raised the standard of religious hberty in 3 
Saxony, and by one bold stroke laid the foundation for the A; 
deliverance of his native country from ecclesiastical despo. N 
tiem. And although at the time, when he first began to op- 2 
Pose the preaching of indulgences, he cuuld not foresee all % 
the happy effects, which would eventually is8ue from. the & 
undertaking, it became in -the hands-of -Providence-a b 
s0urce of many inestimable blessings. Since that remark- | 
able period the influence of the pope has been declining, | 


and the thunderbolt of the Vatican has lost its terrors. Ma- 


ny thousands of his countrymen hailed Luther immediately 
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as their delirerer, and embraced the new doctrine z and af- 
ter the Bible had been translated by him into the vernacu- 
lar language, religious knowledge spread to distant nations 
with uncommon rapidity, © The people, that walked in 
darkness, 8aw a great light, and they, that dwelt in the land 
of the shadow of death, upon them the light did shine.” As- 
zisted by this light they broke the fetters, which supersti- 
tion had forged, and under its influence arts and sciences 
revived. Thus roused from the fatal lethargy, which had 
depressed the human mind for many centuries past, many 
thousands successfully attempted to shake olf the humilia- 
ting yok2, in order to recover their natural rights, and thus 
to restore human nature to its original dignity, Wherever 
the light of truth was allowed to penetrate, there the rod of 
iron, which swayed-the fate of individuals, as well as of 
whole empires, was either softened, or changed into the 
shepherd's crook. The liberal principles, which it infused, 
opened a freer intercourse among different nations, and 
whilst they tended to improve the state of societ y, they ad- 
ded a new zest to the sweets of domestic life. We, who be- 
Jong to the Evangelical Church, participate in a great meas- 
ure in the blessed effects resulting from the Reformation. 
Would it therefore not be ingratitude of the blackest cast, 
to neglect to offer up thanks to the supreme governor of the 
world for having raised up Luther, and endowed him with 
that fortitude and firmness of mind, with that glowing and 
disinterested zeal for the cause of truth, with that penetra- 
ting $pirit and that activity, and, in particular, with that 
bold and unshaken faith in divine Providence, which gual- 
ified him for the arduous part, which he was designed to 
perform ? Would it not be shameful indifference in us, to 
let this memorable day pass by, without taking honourable 
notice of that great man, to whom we are 80 much indebt- 
ed, and who has done $80 much good to the Christian world, 
who s8pent the vigor of his life in investigating and defend- 
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ing the cause of religion, and was always willing, to 8acri- 
fice all, that was near and dear to him, and even to lay 
down his life for the sake of trath ? By drawing a parallel 
between the evils, from which we have been delivered, and 
the advantages, which we have gained by the Reformation, 
we will not only be enabled, to make a true estimate of its 
value, but our hearts will also he inspired with sentiments 
of gratitude. I $hall therefore follow the example of the 


prophet in the text. who, to heighten the colours, skilfully 


blended light and shade in the picture, which he intended 
to represent. 'To this purpose I sHall 

L. Offer to you a deecrivtion of the deplorable condition 
of the Christian Church before the Reformation, then 

II. Give you a brief sketch of the history of the Reform: 
ation itsel[\, and finally 

HI. Conclude with some wprovements, 

I. The ages, which immediately preceded the Reforma- 
tion by Luther, are properly denominated ages of ignorance 
and oppress10n. Darkness covered the earth and gross 
darkness the people.” The mizt, which hovered around 
them, was 80 condense, that they could not see their own 
misery. Religious knowledge, as well as the cultivation of 
arts and sciences, had sunk to tne lowest ebb. And even the 
talents, which were not suſfered to lie dormant, were 
chiefly employed in contriving new ſetters, to render the 
yoke of servitude more galling. The knowledge of God, 
the knowledge of Jesus Christ and his doctrine had almost 
entirely disappeared from the earth. There were but few, 
who worshipped God in $pirit and in truth. Instead of pay- 
iz due honour to the Creator of heaven and earth, they di- 
rected their chief devotions to Mary, the mother of Christ, 
exalting her above God, and. placing her image-in-the-tem- 
ple as an object of public adoration, The doctrine of di- 
vine Providence, was equally corrupted. A numberless 
host of saints was believed to preside over human affairs. 
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Each had his peculiar province and department entrusted 
to his care, and received the prescribed honours from his 
devotees, who, according to their various wants, either 
prayed to them ſor help and relief, or recommended them - 
selves to the protection of their celestiat patrons, whilst 
they were in continual fear, that the plans of their heavenly 
benefactors might be crossed by the power of some evil and 
inimical spirit. The honour of our Saviour was invalida- 
ted by usurpation, and the cross more respected and rever- 
ed. than the crucified. The Gospel was divested of its au- 
thority, the pope claiming the sole right not only of explaim- 
ing its sense, but even of altering 1ts doctrines and precepts, 


"In stead of pointing to Jesus, as the great model of moral 


perfection, the lives of visionary recluses and monastic 
s21nts were held up as the patterns for christian imitation. 
And how could the pious place any rational faith in a Re- 


1 deeiner, who was daily sacrificed in the Mass, and whose 
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body was held up for adoration under the form of a waſer ; 
Thus all public worship was degraded into a scene of mock - 
cry. 


cant ceremonies engaged the attention of the multitude 


A continual series of pompous pageantry, or insignitf - 


and, that the undersfanding might find no employ, the 
greater part of public service was performed in a foreign 
language. Such corrapt principles and sterile devotions 
could not fail to throw the door wide open for depravity 
and vice. Even many popes set the example in riot and 
Qebauchery, $0, that it well may be aid, that pacan Rome 
bad never witnessed such scencs of corruption, as Ciristian 
Rome now saw. 'The bishops, living in a princely style, 
and regardless about the $piritual welfare of their flocks, 
teasted upon the extortions from a deluded ard ecry tle PO0- 
ple, wiilst a numerous host of monks and-nunserd other 
eccieviastics, like the locusts in Ezypt, Gevoured the fruit 
of ite labour of the industrious husbandman. No wonder 
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rare phenomena in those times of general depravity, Eves 
the most amiable and greatest of Christian graces, charity, 
was driven away by suspicion. and vindictive intolerance. 
And could there exist any excitement to Godliness and 
virtuous activity in a church, where the pretended super- 
erogatory merits of the saints were exposed for sale, and 
pardon of sin could be bought for money ;z where seclusion 
from the world, and devotional indolence were considered 
as the height of sanctimony ;z where the hand of industry 
was palsied by continual exactions, and matrimony forbid- 
den to a great proportion of its members ? Such was the 
8tate of the Christian Church at the beginning of the six- 
teenth century. And although a few men of distinguished 
probity and disinterestedness had often expressed a wish 
for a favourable change, and even serious calls had beeu 
made for a reform, the voice of individuals was too feeble, 
to be heard ; and whenever it was thought to excite gener- 
al attention, it was s0on suflocated by the bloody hand of 
persecution. It was reserved for Luther, to rouse the dor- 
mant powers, and to inspire the remnant of the faithful 
courage, to shake off the hateful yoke of the Roman pontiff, 
This leads me to the 

II. Part of my discourse, in which I intend to give you ag 
brief sketch of the history of the Reformation by Doctor Mar- 
tin Luther. | 

MARTIN LUTHER. that great and able champion for 
truth was born at Isleben, a town in the county of Mans- 
field in Upper Saxony, on the tenth of November in the 
year of our Lord 1483. His father, Jolm Luther, although 
in narrow circumstances, was a man of a lofty mind and ir- 


reproachable character. Perceiving early in his son the 
gprouts of rising genius, he resolved to give him a liberal 
education. Thus our hero, having been ngtiated IC the ru- 
dinents of learning in tlie house of his parents, was sent, at 
the age of thirteen, to a celebrated 8chool at Magdeburg. 
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Hence, after a stay of but one year, he was removed to Ei- 
senach in Thuringia, the native country of his mother, Mar- 
garet Lindeman, In the year 1501 Luther was sent to the 
university of Erfurt, in the 8ame province. Here he atten- 


ded a regular course of lectures on logic and philosophy ; 
but finding, that he could not derive that instruction from 


those sciences, as they were then-taught, which his aspiring 
mind desired, he devoted his time chiefly to the study of 
the ancient classics, and imbibed from them that portion of 
zood xense and lofty sentiments, for which, in progress of 
= time, he was $0 much distinguished. At the age of twenty 
= he took the degree of Master of Arts, and immediately after 
# that period began to read lectures upon natural! philosophy, 
ethics and ocher branches of literature. Luther was pro» 
= perly designed for the Bar, and had already entered upon 
©the study of the civil law, when a singular incident induced 
© him to alter his resolution. Walking out, cne day with a 
_ Y friend, into the fields, he was suddenly struck to the 
I © ground with lightning, while his companion was killed by 
bp his 8ide. 'This circumstance affected him $0 sensibly. that, 
Þ without communicating his purpose to any of his friends, he 
Zwithdrew himself soon after from the world, and retired in- 
to a convent of Augustine friars. Here he distinguished 
® himself very s0on by exemplary piety and close application 
to the study of the ancient fathers. It was here, that, in 
4 turning over the book» of the !ibrary, he found a copy of 
Ze Latin Bible, which lay neglected, and which he had nev- 
Fer $8cen before. This he read with great avidity, and was 
highly astonished, that a great portion of the Scriptures 
$7 was withheld from the people. The time of his noviciate 
= having expired he made profession, and was svlemnly re. 
= received as a member of the brotherhood of the monastery, 
Þ and officiated for the first time at the altar in the year 1507. 
= So fast increased his reputation, that in the following year 
he was called as professor of philosophy and divinity to the 
univeraity of Wittenberg, 0 gs founded by Frederick, 
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elector of Saxony ; and five years after, when he had not- 
attained to the 'thirtieth year of his age, he was created 
Doctor of Divinity. Luther at first declined the honour of 
this degree ; but he was told, that he must suffer himself to 
be dignified 3 for that God- intended to bring about great 
things in his Church by his means and instrumentality ; a 
prediction, which at the end was really verified. In the 
discharge of his professional duties Luther pursued a new 
plan, and operied a new career for his students, Having 
studied the original languages, he read lectures'upon the - 
3acred books, and explained and illustrated the epistle to 
the Romans and the Psalms in a manner 80 entirely new, 


bold and different from what had been pursued by former 
commentators, that, in the judgment of pious and prudent 


men, a new day was about to rise after a Tong and-dark 
night. It was in the year 1517, that Luther first under- 
took the arduous task of a reformer. Pope Julius II, who 
had laid the foundation for the magnificient church of St. 
Peter at Rome, was succeeded by Leo X. This pontiff,, be- 


ing used to a splendid and luxurious life, and affecting 
great love for the arts and sciences, took a resolution, to 


accomplish the spacious and expensive fabric, which Julius 


had founded. But, the papal treasury being exhausted by 
the vast projects of his predecessors, and he himself hay- 


ing contracted immense debts before he entered upon 
the pontificate, he was obliged, among other means of sup- 
plying his coffers, to have recourse to the old traffic of sel- 
ling indulgences or pardon of sin and an immediate release 
from the torments of purgatory to all those, who should 
contribute towards the building of the church of St. Peter. 
'The sale of this religious merchandize was granted to Al- 
bert of Brandenburg, elector of Mentz and archbishop of 
Magdeburgh, who was to receive one half of the money ari- 
Sing ſrom the sales in Germany, Tetzel, a Dominican fnar, 
7nd a man of great craft and activity, but of licentious mor: 
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als, was employed by the archbishop as his agent in Saxg- 
ny. As8isted by the monks of his order, 'Tetzel executed 
his conimission with great zeal, but with little regard ts 
discretion and decorum. By magnifying the benefit of the 
indulgences, and disposing of them at a very low price they 
carried on a very extensive traffic among the credulous and 
ignorant. But at length the extravagance pf their asser- 
tions, and the irregularities of their lives and conduct began 
to give general offence, in particular in the northen parts of 
Germany. 'Fhe princes and nobles were irritated at seeing 
their vassals drained of 80 much wealth, to replenish the cof- 
fers of a profuse pontiff., Pious men lamented the strong 
delusion of the people, and even the most thoughtless were 
== more or less shocked at the scandalous behaviour and im- 
= moral conduct of Tetzel and his associates, who were 
wi Known to squander away in drunkenness, gamiag and low 
4 ebauchery the 8ums, which were piously bestowed with a 
UE iew to obtain eternal happiness. The pious zeal and warm 
—Z&ispesition of Luther would not allow him to be vlent at 
Fpuch proceedings. He inveighed not only bitterly against 
>the vices of the monks, who preached indulgences, but he 
Ny ublished also ninety five propositions against them, and 
"% xed them «up to the door of the church, of which he was 
te pastor. Tetzel, on seeing these propositions, not only 
—Frote against them, but even burnt them in a public place 
at Frankfort, and did all, what was in his power, to stir up 
J zainst Luther, not only the clergy of his own order, but 
{ 2150 the prelates of Germany, From that period Luther 
| ; as attacked by a multitude of adversaries z but he defen- 
Z@cd himself with 8pirit, as well in his writings, as in public 
ontroversies. 'The debates, in which he was almost daily 
ngaged, had not only a favourable influence upon the 1m” 
rovement of his knowledge, but carried him impercepti 
Bly farther in his opposition to the pope, than he at first had 
—Ppurposed, The Roman pontiff in the mean while looked 
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down with indifference upon these quarrels of his humble de- 
pendants, thinking it beneath his dignity, to interfere. But 
the reputation of Luther increased s0 fast, and he gained 80 
many friends, that the pope, at last, became alarmed, and 
issued a decree, by which Luther was 8ummoned, to ap- 
pear at Rome in sixty days, to give an account of his doc- 
trine. But the elector, having now firmly espoused the 
cause of T,uther, would not permit him, to leave Germany, 
The university of Wittenberg, with the learned and mild 
Melanchthon at their head, likewise interceded for him, and 
wrote to the pope, to excuse Luther's not going to Rome on 
account of the infirm state of his health, assuring him, that 
their friend had advanced nothing inimical to the catholic 
faith, and that he was only chargeable with having laid ! 


down s0me propositions of a disputable nature, too freely, F 
although without any intention of pronouncing or deciding = 
upon them. Upon this address the pope consented, that 7 
the cause should be refered to cardinal Cajetan, legate in# 
from the holy sce to the diet of Augsburg. Accordingly s 
Luther, having obtained a safeguard from the emperor, and 4 
letters from the elector, set off immediately for Augsburg, -, 
and arrived in that city in the month of October 1518. © 
But, as the cardinal would admit of no other term of recon. © 
ciliation, than unconditional submission on the part of Lu+ NF | 
ther, the conference ended in no amicable manner. The 


gubsequent disputes of Luther with the professors at Heid- F 
elberg, and other learned men, added ney fuel to the fire, ; 


and made the breach continually wider. The pope fore- | 
Seeing, that he could not easily frighten Luther into sub- 


mission, had recourse to milder means, and sent a German 
nobleman by the name of Miltitz to him, in order to cajole Þ 
him into obedience. _ But s0 deeply were the new princi- 
ples of Luther rooted in his ngnd, $a firmly was he persua- } 
ded of their truth, that neither flattery, nor threatenings 7 


could shake them. During all these treaties and public 7 
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disputations the doctrine of Luther Spread and prevailed 
' greatly, and he himself received marks of countenance and 
encouragement both at home and abroad. "The Bohemians 
bout. this time _sent him_a book of the celebrated John 
Huss, who had fallen a martyr to the work of reformation, 
and also letters, in which they exhorted him to courage, 
onstancy and perseverance in the same cause, acknowl- 
edging, that the doctrines, which he propesed, were pure, 
zound and orthodox. But whilst the friends of Luther 
overloaded him with honour ard praise, his enemies were 
employed to instigate persecution against him, and finally 
prevailed upon the pope, to denounce and condemn him, 
Accordingly the famous bull, so ſatal in its consequences 
to the power of the church of Rome, was issued on the 15th 
ef June 1520. The pope about the same time sent a man- 
date to the elector of Saxony, ordering him, to imprison 
Luther to be disposed of by the court of Rome. But this 
mandate was as little regarded, as the papal decree against 
Luther. The elector and many German nobles took a reso- 
lution, to defend and protect his cause. And Luther, per- 
ceiving, that all hope of an accammodation was-at an end, 
zeparated openly from the church of Rome ; and, to testiſy 
his strong abhorrence of the tyrannical proceedings of the 
papal court against him, assembled all the professors and 
students of the university of Wittenberg, and with great 
pomp, amudst an immense concourse of spectators, cast the 
books of the canonlaw together with the bull of excommu- 
nieation into a fire prepared for the purpose, pronouncing 


at the same time a 80lemn imprecation against the pope. 
In the mean time Charles V. of Spain had ascended the 
imperial throne of Germany, and s00n aſter his coronation 
appointed a meeting of the diet to be held at Worms, At 
this diet it was resolved, to summon Luther, to appear be- 
fore that august assembly. Accordingly he was cited by a 
public officer of the empire, who delivered to him at the 
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$ame time a $afeconduct signed by the emperor himself, 
Luther's friends seriously dissnaded him from going thith- 
er, reminding him of the fate of John Huss, But, despi- 
Sing all danger, he declared, that, if he knew, there were 
as many devils at Worms, as tiles upen the houses, he 
would go. When he appeared in the presence of the em- 
peror, he addressed him in the following words, expressing 
at once his humility, intrepidity and trust in God : & Here 
I am, I can not act otherwise, God help me !” This diet 
again urged him, to recant and to acknowledge the author- 
ty of the holy see. But Luther protested with his usual firm- 


ness, that he would submit to no other authority, than te 
the dictates of reason and conscience and the word of God, 


eontained in the holy Scriptures. Upon this declaration 
the emperor 8ignified to the diet, that he was now fully de- 
termined, to.proceed against Luther as a notorious heretic, 
and that he would prenounce the law of the empire upon 
kim, enjoining his seizure, imprisonment and all other penal- 
ties attached to the public ban, that Lnther however should 


be permitted to return home, according to the tenor of the 


-afeconduct. On his way to Wittenburg he was serzed by 
order of the elector and with his own consent, and convey- 
ed by some disguised horsemen to the strong castle of 
Wartburg. In this concealment, which he called his Pat. 
mos, he translated the New Testament into the German 
janguage, which undertaking greatly contributed to enlight- 
en the eyes of the people, and to dispose them, to receive 
the new doctrine. In the year 1550 the electors of Saxo- 
ny and Brundenburg, the dukes of Brunswick and Lune- 
burg, and the prince of Anhalt, with the deputies of four. 
teen imperial ſree cities entered a solemn protest against 
the doctrine of the diet of Spires, which had prohibited any 
farther innovations in religion previous to the meeting of a 
general council, On this account they were distinguished 
by the name of ProTesTANTs, an appellation, which has 
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Since become better known and more honourable by being 
applied indiscriminately to all the sects, who have renoun- 
ced the power of the pope. The same year was presented 
to the diet the celebrated creed, composed by Melanchthon, 
and ever since called the Confession of Angsburg. But, 
notwithstanding that gentle and pacific man had expressed 
himself in terms as little offensive to the Catholics, as truth 
would permit, this diet issued a decree against the Protes- _ 
tants still more severe, than that of Worms. This produ- 
ced a league of mutual defence among the princes at Smal- 
calde, by which they formed the Protestant states of the 
empire into one regular body. 

Thus was the foundation laid by Doctor Martin Luther 
for the Reformation and the Church, to which we belong 
After his death, which happened in the year 1546, and in 
the sixty third year of his age, his principles spread over a 
great part of northern Europe, and thence were carried du- 
ring the last century, to this western hemisphere. 

It is allowed by every impartial judge, that Luther was 
a man of extraordinary talents, which he cultivated with 
uncommon assiduity, His piety and faith were -sincere 
and ardent; his Tove of truth, and his diinterested zeal in 


propagating it, knew of no bounds. Although of a lively 
and sociable disposition, he lived so temperate, that his 
manners bordereq almost upon austerity. It can not be 
denied, that there were some flaws in his character 5 but 
was there one, even among the Apostles of our Lord, with- 
out a flaw ? Besides, many things, which we at present 
consider as faults, must be ascribed to the rudeness of the 


age, in which he lived, whilst his real ſrailties scem to 
have taken their rise from the same s0urce with many of 
bis virtues, and thus they can not be imputed to malevo- 
tence or corruption of the heart, but rather appear to have 
been necessary ingredients in the character of a man, whe 
was dessigned for such a great work. On this account I 
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think it not improper, to apply the-praise to him,. which / 
our Saviour bestowed upon John the Baptist :4. He was a 
Shining and burning light? | WITTY 
Having given you-& 8hort account of the glorious event, 
which to day we commemorate, L will conclude... + 
II. With a few words of improvement. And + + 
1. Let us in the instance before us observe the work-of 
God, and consider, how wonderful and terrible he is in-his 
doings among the children of men. As in the-natural 
world the smallest grain, even the mustard 8eed, grows.up 
into a plant, 0, that the birds of heaven come -andlodge in 
its branches, $0 in the moral world the most trifling inci- - 
dents and actions have often been productive of astonish- 
ing revolutions. In the pursuing of this plan the governor 
of the world has the intention, to induce the reflecting mind, 
to ascend, in tracing the current of events, to the source, - 
and to acknowledge him as the prime-mover -of every 
change both in the natural and in the moral world. $t. 
Paul in his first epistle to the Corinthians says, that God in 
his wisdom had chosen not many wise or learned men, not 
many mighty and nobles, to introduce and establish the Gos- 
pel, but that he had ealled snch-men to that purposey as 
were considered by the world as ignorant, mean and disre- 
zarded, and that he had done this with a view, that no man 
Should glory in his own power and wisdom in his presence, 
but look to him as the author and promoter of that. blessed 
work. May not the same be said of the Reformation by 
Luther ? A humble Saxon friar, without any other wea- 
pon, than the twoedged sword of the word of God, dared 
to attack a man, who, :vith the title of vicegerent of Christ 
on earth, had assumed the power, not only of determining 
the fate of individuals and whole nations, but also of cou- 
trolling their-consciences and. reason, and even of deci- 
ling their future destiny, a man, before whom princes 
trempled, and in whose presence emperors appeared, to 
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ayert his vengeance, in the most humiliating and degrading 
posture. In the progress of the Reformation the hand of 
divine Providence is not less visible. The nations of Eu» 
rope were prepared for an arduous struggle, the crusades 
kaving awakened them from the prevailing stupor, and. 
stimulated them to generous activity, whilst the soldiers of 
the cress had carried liberal principles and many literary 
acquirements, in particular in the original languages of the 
holy Scriptures, from the east to their native countries. 
The art of printing had been recently invented, and thus 
the circulation of books and knowledge was greatly facili- 
tated. Many German princes bowed with reluctance un* 
der the yoke of the arrogant Roman pontiff, and waited 
enly for a favourable opportunity, to recover their freedom. 
The blood of John Huss spoke yet aloud. A number of 
learned men had adopted his principles, ard nothing more 
was wanting, than an other serivus 8ummone, to raily them 
around the standard of liberty. | 

Since therefore the hand of God 1s 80 conspicuous in 
the work of the Reformation, let us 

2, Give sincere thanks to that Being, from whom eve- 
ry good gift and talent is derived, and without whose 
blessing and help all human efforts are unavailing. It 1s 
God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
who has delivered us from the power of ignorance, and 
translated us again into the kingdom of his dear Son. Lef 
therefore the last honour redound to him ! And since mere 
protessions of gratitude, without corresponding endeav- 
ours, to employ the received benefits according to the will 
of the bestower, cannot be acceptable, let us 

3, Faitifully wnprove the advantages, which have accru- 
ed to us from the Reformation. Let us strive to increase 
in rehgious knowledge, and not be deluded by the voice of 
indolence, which bids us to stop in the progress of our in- 
quiries, and to rest ourselves quietly on the laurels, whzeh 
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Luther and his associates have gathered. Above all, let us 
endeavour, more and more to reform our hearts and con- 
duct. He, that professes himself friendly to the Reforma- 
tion, or stvles himself a reformed Christian, without refor- 
mation of the heart, . is the worst of hypocrites. © The 
night is far spent, the day is at hand ; let us therefore cast 
off the works of darkness, and let us put on the garment of 
light! Let us walk honestly as in the day,” not in secret 
vices of voluptuousness, but let us put on Jesus Christ, 
adopt Christian principles, and follow the example of our 
Lord ! By $0 doing we will show ourselves worthy of the 
privileges,. which we enjoy, and continually advance tc 
higher knowledge and felicity. Which God may grant ' 


Amen ! 
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Zand ſuture felicity depend, he considered it to be the duty 
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*< That we henceforth be no mare children, tossed to and fre, 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the slight of 
men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive ; 
but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up iuto him in all 
things, which-is the head, even Christ. 


W: have every reason, to infer from the known charac- 
ter of Luther and the other reformers, that they did not 
embark in the enterprise, the memory of which we are cel- 
ebrating, without discretion, or from base and selfigh mo- 
tives, but induced by sound principles, founded upon argu- 
© ments of reason, and clear evidences drawn from Sacred 
writ. Luther frequently declares in his writings, that he had 


been involuntarily forced into the contest, and that in his 
own defence, he had been obliged to engage in serious re- 
Aection and the study of the holy Scriptures. "The result 
pf these applications may easily be anticipated, consider- 
ing the expansive powers of a mind like that of Luther. 

eking it for granted, that religious truth is the most im- 

ortant concern of man, upon which his present happiness 


t every one to employ the powers of his mind in the in- 
eStigation of truth, and not to confide implicitly in the au- 
thority of others in matters, which exceed the interest of 
this world, as far as time 1s 8urpassed by eternity, and con- 
3equently, that -no-many-or-set-of -men-are authorised, to 
rescribe a general rule of faith and religious observance :; 
dut that, in this respect, he ought to be guided by reason 
nd the revealed word of God only. These are the princi- 
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ples, upon which the reformers generally acted, and whick 
they employed in defending the justice of their cause. I 
am certain, that every friend of the Reformation approves 
of this maxim as right and just. and applauds the bold ex- 
ertions of Luther and his associates in advancing the 
cause of religion. But are ws. also animated by the same 
gpirit, and resolved, to regulate our sentiments and con- 
duct accordingly ? The inconsistency of man is periaps in 
no case more apparent, than in this instance. By an im- 
partial examination of the >entiments prevailing, even in 
the Protestant Church, we will easily be convinced, that a 
great number of its members, whilst they profess, to ad- 
mire the principles. and rejoice in the success of the Refor- 
mation, act in direct contradiction toit. They speak with 
delight of the boldness of the reformers in renouncing the 
power of the pope, and of their indefatigable zeal in the 
investigation of truth; and still they blindly submit their 
reason and conscience to human authority, and declaim 


against every attempty that 1s made, to shed new light up- 


on received doctrines, or to correct old errors, as danvzer- 
ous innovations. And whilst they curse the hand of per- 
zecution, whicty checked the progress of the Protestant 
doctrine, they condemn all those, who are not willing to 
resort to the standard, which they have set up, or who show 
23 disposition, to think for themselves. In this manner, not 
only many of the advantages, which could have been reap- 
ed from the Reformation, are entirely lost, but we have 
also reason, to apprehend, to be burdened again with a 
yoke, which neither our fathers, nor we are able to bear. 
We can therefore not too often reflect on this subject, or 
exhort one another, to cultivate the same principles, which 
inspired"the reformers with an holy zeal for promoting gen- 
uine religious knowledge and practice. In 80 doing we 
comply with the admonition contained in the text, and can. 
not fail to secure to eurselyes the blessings, to which, as. 
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Protestants we are entitled. I shall therefore in the first, 
part of this discourse call to your minds the principles of 
the Reformation, and then secondly direct your attent.on 
to the advantages, which may he derived from the improve- 
ment of them. 

1. No man or combination of men has a right to rule over 
the consciences of others, or to erect a general standard of 
religious faith and practice. This was unquestionably the 
chief principle. upon which the reformers founded the jus- 
tice of their proceedings in opposing the authority of the 
pope, and the inveterate errors and abuses of the Roman 
church, Had they acted from any other motives, or indy- 
ced by any other principle, than this, their endeavours 
would not only have been useless, but even culpable. For 
it woulg have been the greatest presumption in them, with- 
out this clear and powerful argument, to attack opinions, 
which had been established by the highest haman authority, 
and rendered sacred by a long succession of time. Reli-. 
gion is a common good, in which every man is interested, 
and, as upon a proper improvement of it Our present and 
ſuture happiness depends, we are not only allowed, bt it 
is the sacred duty of every individual, according to his 
capacities, to examine the grounds, upon which his reti- 
c10us opinions rest, as well as to reflect upon their nature 
and tendency. Reason was certainly nut bestowed npon 
man, that he merely should employ 1t in making proy;s 
10n for his temporal wants. A natural instinct, like that 
in the brute creation, would have answered tiat purpose 
much better. It was ſor higher purposes, that man was 
endowed with this noble faculty. To advance in the 
knowledge of truth, and to meditate upon his spiritual and 
eternal concerns, 4s the duty-of-every rational-berng. Y & 


have eyes, that we might” see, and reason, that we might 
reflect. It would therefore be equally absurd in a man of 
Sound sense, blindly to submit himelf ts the guidance & 
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vthers in the pursuit of religious truth, as in a man of 
s0und eyes, to suffer himself to be directed in his course 
by a leading-string. Thus we-find it no where recorded 
in Sacred writ, that our Saviour has commissioned or dis- 
tinguished any particular person, to be the future master 
and lord in his Church, or appointed a certain number of 
men, to rule over the consciences of his. followers. The 
Gospel, on the contrary, exhorts us, to prove and to exam- 
ine all things. On this account the Bereans are highly 
commended by St. Paul, as a noble people, who searched 
the Scriptures daily, whether the things. which he had 
preached to them, were 50. Thus iree and rational 19ui- 
ry is the birthr1ght of every Cirristian. © Where the 8pirit 
of Christ is,” says the same Apostle, © there is liberty,” 
It is also evident from the works of the fathers of the 
primitive Church, that they made ainple use of this Privis 
lege. But this common Christian perogative was too great, 
to last lons amidst a number of ambitious bishops and 
priests. The first general council laid the axe to-the root 
of the tree of religious liberty, Every succeeding synod 
as8isted in undermining it, until the Roman pontiff suc- 
ceeded, by repeated blows, to lay it prostrate to the ground, 
Blind obedience to the dictates of the see of Rome was the 
principal quality required of the Christian believer at the be- 
ginning of the sixteenth century. And even Luther, before 
his mind was illuminated. by the wisdom from above, ex- 
presscd often in very humiltating terms his submiss1on to the 
will of the holy father. 'To keep the people under the yoke, 
the pope had instituted the court of Inquisition, who watch- 
ed every deviation from the tenets and rites of the church 
of Rome with a snspicious eye, and were empowered, not 
only to excommumieate,-but-to-inflict.the-most cruel pun- 
ishments upon the least offender, and even to exclude him, 
from eternal salvation. The reformers having conceived 
better and more liberal ideas concerning religious hberts; 
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pposed these tyrannical decrees and proceedings with great 
power, arguing, that, since God only is acquainted with the 
condition and motives of the humau heart, the right of 
Judging the conscience of man belongs to him alone, 
and that involuntary errors can not be amenable to the 
bar of divine justice, These assertions ,paved the way 
for free discussion of religious subjects, and ought to 
encourage every Protestant Christian, after their ex- 
ample, to think for himself, And although the reform- 
ers were obliged, in order to obviate malicious miscon- 
structions of their religious opinions, to publish sey- 
erally confessions of their faith, these creeds were not in- 
tended as invariable standards for all succeeding ages. 
Wherever they have been considered in that light, there 
the spirit of meekness and forbearance has disappeared, 
and dissenston, oppression and persecution have occupied 
its place. Thus, whatever may be said against us, as hay- 
ing deviated from the opinions of the founder of our Church, 
let us adhere to this liberal and chief principle of the Re- 
formation, and pray with pious Luther in his explanation 
of the first petition of the Lord's prayer : + He, that teach- 
es and hives otherwize, than the Worp or Gop teaches, 
dishonours the name of God ameng us 3 from which gave 
us, oh, our good Father in heaven !” 

The second principle, upon which the reformers acted, 
is closely connected with the preceding. Tt is namely 
this : Reason and revelation are the only $ources, from 
which religious knowledge is to be derived, and ihe rules, 
by which all religious questions ought to be decided. The 
declaration, which Luther made in the presence of the em- 
peror at Worms, plainly expresses this sentiment, Iav- 
inz been asked, whether he was wiiling to recant, and to 
guhmit to the authority of the pope and his councils, he 
go!emnly declared, that he would submit to no human au- 
thority, but that he would be convinced only by evident 
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tragon and texts from the holy Scriptures, nor would he 
act in any thing contrary to the dictates of his conscience, 
And where else should we look for certainty in the purzuit 
of religious truth ? Are not both reason and revelation de- 
scended from heaven, always in harmony with and sup- 
porting one another ? It has already been proven, that, 
Since all men are liable to error, and often swayed by 1m- 
pure motives, human authority has no-convincing power in 
religion. Even general consent, supported through a sc- 
ries of ages, can give it no validity. If a long continua- 
tion of a religious system, or a great multitude of its pro- 
fessors were to be considered as an evidence of its truth, 
then paganism would stand upon the surest ground. Hence 
it evidently appears, that there 1s no other test for trying 
religious opinions, than reason and the sacred Oraclez. 
The word of Godis-a + lamp nnto our feet, and a light un- 
to our ſaith.” By walking in this light we are in no dan 

ger of going astray, provided we keep the eyes of our un- 
derstanding wide open, and do not sufter ourselves to be 
deluded by prejudice or fancy. We are admonished tg 
Search the Scriptures, our Lord intimating by this ex- 
pression, that we ought to employ all the powers of our 
minds, and to improve every means, that les in our way, te 
arrive to a 80und understanding of the divine Oracles. 
This was a ruling maxim with the reformers, which they 
not only observed, but also recommended to tacir follow- 
ers, Speaking in the Augustan Confession of the unity in 
the Christian Church. they say, that it does not cons1st 1n a 
uniformity of exterior rites, but in a common effort, to 
preach and to, explain the Gospel upon Sound principles; 
And Luther, in the bezinning of his preface to the. epistle 
to the Romans, expresses himself in the following energet- 
ic manner : « In order to understand this-epistle,”” 8ays 
he, © it is highly necessary, to be acquainted with its dia- 
lect : for without the knowledge of the true signification ef 
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* the words : law, sin, grace, faith, righteousness, flegh, spir- 
it and other similar expressions, all the reading of the epis- 


tle is of no avail.” > F 
Finally, it was one of the great designs of the reform- 


prs, by promoting religious knowledge, to introduce purer 
principles of morality ; for superior knowledge without 
reformation of the heart, is not only fruitless, but increas- 
es the responsibility of its possessor. In a former dis- 
course I have given a brief account of the depravity. pre- 
vailing in the Christian Church at the tine of the Refor- 
mation. All righteousness of those times, like the right- 
eousness of the pharisees of old, consisted in a mere ob- 
2ervance of external ceremonies. A multiplicity of absurd 
rites engrossed the attention of the people, and, whilst 
they neglected to obtain that sanctity of heart, without 
which no one can see God, they place their hope of eter- 
nal salvation in the faithful-observance of these outward 
devotions. Like the blood in the human body is impelled 
from the heart through all its veins, $ this moral cor- 
ruption spread from the see of the high pontiff to all the 
members of the Christian community. © From the 80le of 
the foot even unto the head there was no soundness in it.” 
«I 8aw at Rome public worship performed,” *ays Luther, 
&« but in such a manner, that I cannot endure to think of 
it without the utmost horror,” It is therefore not without 
reason, that the reformers complain 80 often, and inveigh 
with such bitterness against the vices of the clergy of ey- 
ery rank as well as against the depravity of the people at 
large, and that they ardently wished and recommended a 
reſormation among all ranks and classes. But although 
Luther repeatedly and clearly. had expressed this pious 
wish and disposition, and manifested the sincerest regard 
for. the moral law by his words and example, Sti]] the 8en- 
timents of that great reformer have been, from various mo- 
tives egregiously misrepresented. His enemies charged 
him with irreligion and impious dieregard to the divine jn- 
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«titutions and precepts, because he declaimed against the 
pretended good works of the popish church, such-as mon- 
astic vows, rosaries, fasts, pilgrimage and similar human 
inventions and traditions, as useless and even detriment- 


al to real happiness. And even some of his strenuous fol- 


lowers inferred from these declamations, that Luther con- 
s:dered virtuous actions not only as unnecessary, but even 
injurious to salvation. In-consequence -of - this -miscon- 
ztruction they understood by the word faith; which he held 
torth as the only term, upon which man may obtain par- 
don of sin and everlasting life, either a mere belief, or 


rerbal assent, or a passive and temerarious application of 
the merits of Christ. But every one, that carefully and 


without prePossessi0n reads the works »f Lather, will easi- 
iy be convinced, that both parties labour under a gross 
mistake. The term yarrn, in the language of our reformer, 
:s not an inert quality, a mere sensation of the heart, or a 
personal attachment to the Saviour, but it 1s a noble and 
spirited principle, produced by a serious contemplation of 
the divine attrybutes. and in particular of his infinite love, 
manifested by the Sending of his only beloved Son inte 
the world, apt to Kindle in the heart the flame of ardent 
love to God and Jezus Christ, and of general benevolence 
towards our neighbours, and to incline it to active obed! 

ence to the doctrines and precepts of the Gospel. Accor- 
dingly Luther introduces the explanation of every single 
commandment of the Decalogue with this emphatic ex- 
pression: + We $hould $0 love and fear God.” But the 
true sense, Which the reformers attached to the word raitH, 
does $till more plainly appear from the XX. article of the 
Augustan Confession, where they expressly declare, that 
FAITH PRODUCING .GOOD WORKS, justifies man before God. 
Let us therefore adhere to this principle of the Reforma- 
tion, and not be deceived by every wind of doctrine. 


** God is not mocked ; whatever man #oweth, that he will 
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aUlso reap,” *< Let us join to our faith morality, speaking 
the truth in love, and grow up into him in-all things, who 
is the head, even Christ !” | 
Having considered the chief. principles of the Belorma- 


tion, let us in the | 
II. Place take a ghort view of the advantages, which 


may be derived from the improvement of them. I ay : 
from the improvement-of them ; for the fruits, which they 
are calculated to yield, are always and every where pro- 
portioned to the degree of the cultivation of these prin- 
ciples. But as the limits of a single discourse will not al- 
low, to review all the blessings, which the Reformation was 
intended to produce, I shall touch only upon the most 
prominent. And here I am under no apprehension of 
meeting your disapprobation by placing in the foremost 
rank that privilege, after which all men naturally and ea- 
gerly aspire ; I mean LinenTY, rational and religious liher- 
ty, the parent of civil freedom. No' man, or $ociety of 
men is authorized, to rule over the consciences of others, 
but every one has a right, to-think for hunself, and to 
worship God after his own conceptions. It 1s this princi- 
ple, which induced many of the first settlers of this hap- 
py country, and als6- your ancestors, to flee from intoler- 
ance and persecution, and to seek an asylum 1n this wes- 
tern hemisphere. To this principle we are indebted for 
all the privileges, which, as a nation, we enjoy ; for all the 
prosperity, of which we can reas6nably boast, even our in- 
dependence, may, in a great measure, be ascribed to it, 
+ The truth,” sxys our Saviour to the Jews of his time. 
« will make you free.” And as truth 1s eternal and ever 
efficacious, she produced the same effects when restored to 
authority by the Reformation. At her command the pollu- 
ted sanctuary of God-was-cleansed ;3-those, that sold and 
bought, were driven from the temple ; the burdensome ri- 
tual was remoyed from the altar, and, the doors of the 
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cloisters being thrown open, many thousands of idle and 
useless devotees were restored to useful activity. Under 
her augspices the civil and criminal laws were revised, the 
different social and political relations discussed, oppres- 
8ion checked, and the lives and property of individuals 
gradually secured. The emancipated mind extending its 
views to all the regions in the vast empire of literature. re- 
_kindled the love of arts and sciences, and by their influ- 
ence the manners were soltened, and love of order and hon- 
est industry introduced. A late ingenious writer has ob- 
gerved, that the traveller in Germany need only to look at 
the exterior condition of the inhabitants of the different. 
provinces, in order to know, to which religious profession 
they belong. + Wherever you. perceive,” says he, slug- 
gishness and poverty walk hand in hand, wherever you see 


the downcast look, indicative of oppression, and the decay- 


ing hut and ragged garment, announcing misery, there you 
may be sure, to be among Roman catholics, But where 
you hear the bustle of indu try, and see arts and com 
merce thrive ; where you behold the countryman with av 
open countenance, neatly dressed and conveniently hons- 
ed, there, without inquiring, you may set it down, that 
you are in a Protestant province.” "The same author as- 
sures us from the records of the different courts of justice. 
that the number of criminals imprisoned, or executed in 


catholic countries always greatly exceeds the number of 


convicts among the Protestants. Let these facts convince 
you of the blessed influence of the principles of the Re- 
formation upon religious and civil liberty and the moral 
conduct of its friends, 

Love and respeet for the holy Scriptures, and conse- 
quent religious improvement and happiness, is another ef- 
fect of these principles. . © Blessed,” $ays our Lord, © arc 
thoxe, that hear the word of God, and keep it.” Before 
the Reformation but ſew copies of the Bible, either in the 
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eriginal or Latin language, were preserved in the unfre- 
quented libraries of the monastic convents. A small and 
fixed portion only of the Gospels was read to the people on 
the Lord's day and the halydays of the Church ; and this 
was done in a language, which but few understood. For 
it had become now, for obvious reasons, an approved max- 
im in the church of Rome, to withhold the contents of- the 


8acred Oracles from the common people. But when the 


German translation of that holy book was delivered into 
their hands, they read it with great avidity as © profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction and for instruction 
in righteousness.”* The zeal of diffusing scriptural knowl- 
edge, for which the reformers -were $0 distinguished, has 
been transferred to succeeding generations, and was par- 
ticularly conspicuous at the beginning and in the middle 
of the last century. In the beginning of that period Bar- 
on de Canstine, a pious German nobleman, established at 
Halle a printing press with standing types, from which ev- 
ery week many thousand-coptes of of the "Bible" issned, 
which were either distributed gratis to the indigent and the 
poor, or old at a very low price. It was during that pe- 
riod, that many learned men in England, Germany, Hol- 
land and even France and Italy combined their efforts, not 
only in explaining the holy Scriptures, but als in correct- 
ing the text from ancient manuscripts. It 1s true, some of 
these interpretations and conjectures are tinctured with te- 
merity and levity bordering upon infidelity; but even these 
hold attempts have been conducive to a closer examination 
of the s8acred Code, and have contributed, to establish its 
divine authority. The close of the last century has exhib- 
ited a doleful instance of human folly, in trusting to the 
powers of -his-own-mind, and rejecting the divine instruc- 
tions. But it has afforded at the same time a strong proof 
of the watchfulness of divine Providence in $superintend- 


ing the happiness of men. In the midst of the storm. 
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which God had raiscd, to chastise his rebellious subjects, 
he inspired his still faithful friends with the design, to pro- 
pagate the Gospel to distant countries, and to administer 
the bread of life to the -needy of every nation, and thus to 
invite the infidet and the idolater, to follow the banners of 
the king of truth. "The Bible society, the branches of which 
have spread from England over a great part of the inhabit- 
ed globe, will make an aera in the history of the Christian 
Church, and remain an everlasting monument of the liberal 
principles of the Reformation, 

Wherever these principles are cherished, there thirdly 
the traces of public spirit and generous activity are partic- 
ularly perceptible. Influenced by these principles man 
becomes sensible of his own dignity, and of his value as a 
member of society, and thus is incited, to promote the com- 
mon good, according to the best of. his abilities and the 
condition, in which he 1s placed. He considers all men ag 
equally entitled to the same natural privileges, and this 
eonsideration cannot fail, to give a new $sftimulus to his he. 
nevolence and charity. Modern history exhibits a num- 
ber of facts, to prove the truth of this assertion. Since by 
the spirit of the Reformation, the clashing interests of 
Church and State have, in a great measure, lost their influ- 
ence upon public affairs, prosperity has comparatively in- 
ereased in Protestant countries, What 1s all the wealth 
of Portugal, Spain and Italy compared with the abundant 
products of the industry, and with the cheerful enjoyments 
of the inhabitants of northern Europe ? What did France 
not lose, when she persecuted her best artisans and many- 
ſacturers, and drove them from her domintons, because they 
professed Protestant principles ? Look at Holland when 
inspired-by the-principles-of the Reformation, how glori- 
ously she emerged from a humble and oppressed condition 
to liberty, affluence and power. Look at England !—But 
T forhear pointing at any more distant instances of thy 
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powerful spirit of the Reformation, since we behold dail 5 
the most astonishing proofs of its effects in. the flourighing 
condition of the country, which we- inhabit. 

It was in the Protestant countries, where charity chief- 


ly fixed her abode, and delights to dwell. Here all kinds 
of benevolent institutions are established for the relief of 
the poor and distressed ; here the widow finds shelter, the 
orphan an asylum and the sick comfort. + Here wisdom in- 
vites those, that are in the streets and lanes of the city, 
and calls aJoud : How long, ye simple ones, will ye love 
simplicity, and hate knowledge ? come and buy wisdom 
without money and without -price !”? 

Finally, ToLERAT10ON 18 an es8ential-characteristic of the 
Protestant Church. Where the principle is professed : 
No human authority is allowed, to dictate in matters- of 
faith, or to rule over the consciences. of others.—there cer- 
tainly all religions hatred and persecution ought to be ban- 
'i$hed, What the reformers claimed for themselves, and 
for which many of their descendants fought and bled, we, 
as their followers, ouzht to allow to others. By reſusing 
liberty of conscience to our fellowchristians, . or by con- 
demning them, because they dissent from us in religious 
opinions, we forfeit not only the name of Protestants, but 
usurp a power, which belongs to Ged wlone. The few in- 
stances of acrimonious controversy and persecution, which 
diszrace the history of the Protestant Church, whilst they 
prove the perversity of the human heart, or a spurious reh1- 
g10us zeal, ought never tv be considered as examples fur 
our imitation. The spirit of love. charity and forbearanec 
has always been most powerſcl among those, who ap- 
proached nearest to the original simplicity of the Gogspel. 
Let us therefore © avoid foolish and unlearned guestions, 
knowing, that they do gender strife.” Letus in all meck- 
ness bear and forbear one another, then the aftecting scene 
will be realized among us. which Dayid with pious ecstasy 
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- describes in the 133d P8alm : © Behold, how good and how 
-pleasant it is for brethren, to dwell together-in unity !* 
Once more, my friends, let us faithfully adhere to the 

- principles of the Reformation, and not be deceived by the 
- cunning of crafty men, but proceed in the career, in which 
- we have begun, and endeavour, to abound” more and more 
- in all knowledge and judgement, being confident of this ve- 
ry thing, that he, who has begun a Food work in us will 
-perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” Amen ! 


